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The originally Dravidian Indids, whose descendants adopted the Aryan
language, pushed over the Melanids, who ir their tum adopted Dravidian
idioms for which they are now the typical representatives. So, race and
language do no more in India in anyway coincide. Races remained, but
languages were shoven southward... The disturbing results of the idea of a
Dravidian “race” are therefore easy to understand. The Dravida speakers
of today are no more the same as four millenniums ago. At that time they
were of Indid race, today they are prevailingly of Melanid race.
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Pulinda-Kutinda/ Mekala-Utkala (with the group Udra-Pundra-Munda),
Kosala-Tosala, Anga-Vanga, Kalinga-Tilinga form the links of a long chain
which extends from the eastemn confines of Kashmir up to the centre of the
peninsula. The Skeleton of the “ethnical system® is constituted by the hights
of the central plateau ; it participates in the lite of all the great rivers of India
except the Indus in the west and Kaveri in the south. Each of these groups
forms a binary whole, esch of these binary resites is united with another
member of the system. In each ethnic pair the twin bears the same name,
differentiated only by the initial Kand T ; K and P ; zero and V, or M or-P.
This process of formation is foreign to Indo-European ; it is foreign to
Dravidian ; it is on the contrary characteristic of the vast family of languages
which are called Austro-Asiatic, and which cover in India the group of the
Munda languages, often called also Kolarian.
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Is there any evidence about the class of speech that prevailed in Bengal
before the coming of the Aryan tongue ? There is, of course, the preserve of
Kol and Dravidian (the Santals, the Malers, the Oraons) in the westany
fringes of the Bengaii area, and of the Boda and Mon-Khmer spealers-in 1ne-
northem and eastem frontiers. There are, agsin, some unmistakably
Dravidian affinities in Be..gali phonetics, momhology, syntax and
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vocabulary ; but these agreements with Dravidian are not confined to
Bengali alone but are found in other NIA (New indo-Aryan) also. Apart from
that, local nomenciature in Bengal may be expectad to throw some light on
the question. The study of Bengali toponomy is rendered extremely difficult
from the fact that old names, when they were not Sansiait, have suffered
from mutilation to such an extent that it is often impossible to reconstruct
their original forms ; especially when they are non-Aryan. Fortunately for us
Bengal inscriptions, from the Sth century onwards, like the inscriptions
found eisewhere in India, and occasionally works written in pre-Moslem
Bengal, have pressrved old forms of some scores of these names. Butitis a
mtyMgenerﬂlyMwasmeﬁveﬂmnumasmm

TOTge IR P e ey A @ e Se R FMRAA craikae
@ JmeRTe ARG aer T8 | Sgr T v Ber IS oI TR
RYS Afm wi%zr wmwn Wi wB o SR @) RR wme o,

? In the formation of these names, we find some words which are
distinctly Dravidian ; eg-‘ola.-lota.ioﬁ-joﬁkam hnnmwm-hm(h).

Bengal
asmotherpansofAryanlndla.ismtomvwmeptm\oaofmAryan
speakers, mostly Dravidian, allmmehndbmaﬂnuhbbshmmmme
Aryan tongue. <
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After these— the course turns towards the east again and sailing with the
ocean to the right and the shore remaining beyond to the left, the Ganges
comes into view, and near it the very last land lowards the east, Chryse.
There is a river near it called the Ganges.... on its bank is a market-town
which has the same name as the river Ganges. Through this place are
brought malabathrum and Gangetic spikenard and pearis and muslins of
the finest sorts which are called Gangitic. It is said that there are gold-mines
near these places and there is a gold coin which is called calfis.....
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The Vallila Charita contains the distorted echo of an intemal disruption
caused by the partisans of the Pala dynasty which proved an important
factor in the colldpse of the Sena rule in Bengal.
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